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        New Boise Order By-Laws





Revised 2-04-07

Section One: Membership

The New Boise Order (NBO) is a Not for Profit organization formed by residents of the Southwestern Idaho area who are fans of the Star Wars series of films. It is an unofficial fan club and not in any way affiliated with George Lucas, Lucasfilm Ltd, Twentieth Century Fox, or any affiliate of thereof. It is However a official chapter of THEFORCE.NET for the southwestern Idaho area.

Mission Statement

The goal of the New Boise Order is to provide local fans with opportunities to meet other fans that reside in Southwest Idaho. The opportunities may include but not limited to online activities, club meetings, other fun activities and a way of providing a connective matrix to other Fan Force Chapters in the surrounding area. In addition, the NBO will perform functions to benefit the community and local charity organizations such as, but not limited to fundraisers, toy drives, food drives, etc.

Membership Requirements

To become a member of good standing with all rights and voting privledges you must meet the following requirements:

1. You must attend 3 meetings or 2 events and a meeting.

A member of the New Boise Order, will not have voting rights and cannot run or hold club office if you are under the age of 18. In addition, every member will be required to serve on at least one club committee or perform at least one club duty. In order to balance the workload, members are asked to take on small tasks to help with club operations. Some examples of these tasks include, but not limited to: membership on committees such as meeting setup, refreshments, cleanup; Club Treasurer; Club Secretary; and much more. In addition, we ask that all members participate in our charity events whenever they occur. Lastly, members in good standing are entitled to one vote in any election if in good standings. Any member may run for a office, Proxy voting is allowed. The Vice President is to set rules for proxy voting one month prior to elections.  

Special Requirements for Younger (Minor-aged) Members
Although membership in the NBO is open to anyone, children under the age of 18 must have permission of a legal parent or guardian to join. This requires the parent or guardian to: Review the NBO by-laws; sign a NBO under-age membership policy. In addition, members under the age of 18 must have an adult accompany them to all NBO functions and events unless previous arrangements have been made with NBO officers. Lastly, minor-aged members are not eligible to hold any elected office.


Member Responsibilities

To remain a member in good standing, a member of the New Boise Order MUST: 

Make a reasonable effort to attend NBO events and activities. ·

Attend three consecutive meetings to be considered an official member. 

Have a completed, signed “Application for Membership” form on file. ·

Always act in the best interest of the NBO. 

Keep a current hard copy of these by-laws for personal review. (A date is printed on each copy and will be supplied by the Secretary, President, or Vice-President only. It will be recorded in the minutes each time the by-laws are updated and re-printed.) · 

Serve on at least one committee or perform at least one club duty. · 

Keep an open mind in regards to other members and their opinions, especially regarding the Star Wars Films, the Expanded Universe (books, comics, role-playing games, etc) characters, fan films, and other Star Wars related topics.

Respect other members’ opinions and requests regarding spoilers.

In addition, a member of the New Boise Order must NOT: · Condone, endorse, or participate in any activities that infringe on any copyrights held by Twentieth Century Fox, Lucasfilm, or any other entity. · Condone, endorse, or participate in any illegal activities. · Misrepresent the NBO by making statements to the public, media, or other entities or individuals regarding NBO activities and/or opinions. · Release any NBO records, documents, or property to the media, individuals or any other entity. · Post, publish, or e-mail profane, inappropriate, offensive, or objectionable material (including but not limited to pornographic material) to any online discussion groups, chat rooms, forums, e-mail lists, etc. related to the NBO, FANFORCE.NET, Lucasfilm or any of their members. · Have more than one Fan Force sign-on (unless in a leadership position that specifically uses or has access to the NBO Leadership sign-on for official NBO business.) · Condone, endorse, or participate in any other activities deemed inappropriate by the officers of the NBO. · Appear at any NBO event or activity under the influence of any illegal and/or controlled substance, including but not limited to alcohol. · Threats of any kind to another member. · Committing violent acts on another member (self defense excluded). · Repeated and/or unwanted verbal or sexual advances on another member. 

All members are to understand that pictures at club events may be taken and then added to the official web site. By agreeing to the bylaws club members agree to have a photo taken for the members page and also agree that any pictures taken may be posted on the event photo page. 


Lifetime Memberships 

At the desire of the members of the New Boise Order, individuals can recieve a Lifetime membership. A lifetime Membership grants the person recieving it the same rights and privledges of an active member of the New Boise Order. They however do not have voting rights,
if they have not attended a club meeting or function for at least 3 months.
A lifetime membership will be granted by Majority Vote of the New Boise Order membership. Currently we have two such members: Marc Tucker and Russell Nielsen.
Section Two: Offices

Currently offices are suspended except for webmaster and City Rep.

All acting members are considered to be Public relation reps. (always be on the look out for new members)

Club Officials/Officers: The purpose of officials/officers is to keep the NBO organized and orderly, help in the advancement of the club, and to plan its activities. It is also to serve the will of the membership. Any member of the club is encouraged to advise the Officers on policy they deem as being important. The NBO organizing body will be comprised of the following offices: President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, and Public Relations Officer. A member can hold more than one office (but only one of either President or Vice President), but only have one vote. Only official members of the age of 18 or older can hold an office. NBO officers shall perform the following duties:

President (Elected)

Oversee the planning and execution of all club activities and events someone to do so. 

Create club committees as deemed necessary. 

Enforce NBO by-laws 

Maintain NBO website or designate a Webmaster. 

Act as City Representative (CR) to FANFORCE.NET 

Presides over disciplinary council 

Other duties as deemed necessary by members of the NBO

Can Call Special Club Meetings.

City Representative unless designated as a separate person or entity by the President. 

Has access to the NBO Leadership sign-on for meeting announcements and/or other official club business. 

Coordinates with Treasurer on creation of yearly budget beginning in 2008.

Vice President (Elected)

 In cooperation with the President, oversee the planning and execution of all club activities and events (using Parliamentary Procedure).

Coordinate all public relations efforts with Public Relations Officer 

Appoints Public Relations officer if not elected 

In the case of the President’s resignation, act as President until club members can elect a new President

Perform the duties of the President in the event of the President’s absence from any club event or activity.

Enforce NBO by-laws.  

Cooperate with club committees and provide any support possible to said committees.

Sits on disciplinary counsel.

Can call Special Club Meetings.  

Other duties as deemed necessary by members of the NBO. 

Acts as Election Commissioner, schedules election meeting annually. 

Has access to the NBO Leadership sign-on for meeting announcements and/or other official club business. 

City Representative (President unless otherwise appointed)

Serves as liaison between the New Boise Order and FANFORCE.NET

Prepares announcements for posting on the FANFORCE boards and uses NBO Leadership sign-on when deemed necessary by the President or Vice- President.

Enforce NBO by-laws on boards as sees fit and given permission from FANFORCE.NET. 

Club Secretary (Elected)

Call for meeting agenda items and compose meeting agendas in outline format in cooperation with the President or Vice President no later than one week prior to actual meeting.

Keeps and records minutes of monthly meetings using a detailed outline format and post them to the club’s electronic message board as a brief summary.

Records attendance using provided Excel spreadsheets.

Coordinates announcements of meetings and events at the request of the President or Vice President or the result of a monthly meeting or club event. 

Provides all documentation needed by the NBO such as but not limited to meeting agenda, membership applications, NBO Info Sheets, and NBO business info cards. 

Sits on disciplinary counsel. 

Distributes Membership ID Cards. 

Other duties as deemed necessary by members of the NBO, President, or Vice-President

Senior Public Relations Officer (Elected)
Coordinate all public relations efforts with Vice-President. 

Maintains contact with outside organizations and/or businesses for promotion of the NBO and/or special events – charity or otherwise. Maintains New Member/welcome letter and other promotional material. 

Coordinates promotional events and activities.  

Conducts new prospective members follow-up or appoints club members to do so. · 

Acts as public liaison in the best interest of the club 

Responsible for all official press releases to the media or general public with the approval of the President and Vice-President when necessary. 

Passes on important information to Vice President to post on boards through the NBO Leadership sign-on.

Associate Public Relation Officer (One elected; others appointed by Vice President as needed)

Coordinate all public relation of the New Boise Order under the direction of the Vice President and the Senior PR Officer.

Other duties deemed necessary by President or Vice President.

Club Historian (Appointed)

Club historian can Have other members help in keeping historical documents / pictures / dates etc….

Is responsible for making sure that history of meetings and fan force events are recorded for future information.

Keep photo history of New Boise Order

Creative Chairman (Appointed)

Helps with all creative endevours of the New Boise Order.

Webmaster (Appointed)

Is responsible for maintaining and upkeep of New Boise Order website.

Works with and under the direction of the President.

As noted above, all offices will be elected positions and should be filled at all times. However, any official member, aged 18 or older, may be an “Acting” Officer, filling any vacated office by volunteering or by being appointed to it by the President. The “acting Officer” keeps said office to the end of its original term as if the position was never vacated. At the end of said term, the “acting Officer”, or any other official member, aged 18 or older, can be officially nominated and voted into official office.


Election Procedures

The New Boise Order will hold Elections for its Officers every April. The election will be conducted under the direction of the Vice President who is the designated Election Commissioner. 

In the month of March all candidates will be nominated at this meeting. A member may only be nominated for President or Vice President, not both. 

Campaigning will be held at the April meeting. 

A Special Election Meeting will be scheduled by the Vice President in April. 

A Member may hold more than one office, but not both of the higher offices. 

Proxy voting is allowed. Please let the Vice President know 48 hours in advance (by email or PM)to make sure your vote is recieved. 

Officers elected at the April meeting will be taking their new offices at the start of the May meeting of that year. 

Section 3: General Rules/Misc.

Rules of Impeachment 

Individuals holding the offices of President and Vice-President will hold said position until the end of the term, such time as they resign, or are removed from office by a majority vote of the entire club. Any club member may call for such a vote at any club meeting. However, the President and/or Vice-President of the New Boise Order cannot be impeached without just cause. The reasons for such an action should be of sound judgment and probable cause. Charges will be presented to the general membership for a period of debate followed by voting based on the facts of said debate. A 2/3 majority will be required for removal. If the President is removed, the Vice-President is made “Acting” President and holds office to the end of the term as previously described and appoints a new “Acting” Vice-President. If “Acting” President is then removed, process continues until original term is up and an official member, aged 21 or older, can be nominated and voted into office.


Voting


Voting for motions presented at monthly meetings by:

Simple Majority ·

 Show of Hands 
Voting for Leadership Elections by: (proxy voting allowed) ·

 Simple Majority · 

Secret ballots
Voting for Amendments to By-Laws by: (proxy voting allowed

) · 2/3 vote required to pass amendment · 

Show of hands 




Expulsion and/or Reprimand of Members
While it is hoped that no member of the New Boise Order should be disciplined or expelled, failure to meet the above conditions may result in the member being disciplined. Punishment can range from being suspended for a minimum of two months to being banned or expelled from New Boise Order membership, club activities, leadership positions, and/or posting on the boards for a period of not less than one (1) year. The Disciplinary Counsel is to determine the severity of the charge or misconduct and prove or disprove guilt. NBO members are required to approach a member of the Disciplinary Counsel (DC) if they witness misconduct by another member, in whole or in part, being real or imagined, and feels it necessary to have that member disciplined or removed. If any member deems it necessary to have a member removed due to personality issues, in whole or in part, being real or imagined, said member must also approach the DC with his or her complaint so a resolution can be made. Failure at being responsible and fair to go through the proper channels can also be considered as misconduct and will be disciplined as well. The Disciplinary Council is comprised of the President, Vice President, and Secretary. 

The DC will hear from all parties involved in said matters and come to a resolution behind closed doors. It then decides a punishment based on the verdict and on the severity of charge. Should a member of the DC be charged or involved in the dispute, the President will pick another member to sit in the council from other members in office. If the President is charged or involved in the dispute, process falls to the “Rules of Impeachment” section of these by-laws under Club Officers. If the behavior or conduct of the offending member doesn’t improve after he or she has been disciplined and/or if problems escalate, the President or Vice-President may contact the New Boise Order’s Regional Representative (RSA) for advice and support. Only the President and Vice-President are authorized to contact the RR in regard to disciplinary issues. Personal contact to the RR is acceptable only if you are not involved in a disciplinary action in any way. Again, failure to go through the proper channels can also be considered as misconduct and will be disciplined as well.

Club Committees/ Special Projects

As deemed necessary, the President may assemble committees to address issues such as, but not limited to, club activities, events, membership, officers, or club business. Committee members will be chosen from those in good standing. The President will determine the lifespan of a committee at the time the committee is formed. The following permanent committees have been formed: (None at this time) During work on a club special project (Charity Drive, fan film, event committee, etc) or during service on a committee, all members involved in the project should follow the direction of the project lead. In addition, the project lead will be the only member to schedule and coordinate activities related to the project.

Dissolution of the Club

The officers are responsible for the liquidation of all club assets, settlement of any debt, a general public announcement stating the dissolution, and taking the club website down.

If the club has one willing member it may continue.

The following things were added in this edit:

Membership Responsibilites section

By agreeing to the bylaws club members agree to have a photo taken for the members page and also agree that any pictures taken may be posted on the event photo page

Last update 4-20-2009

Changes to Dues there are no longer any dues.

Office of Treasure was dissolved since we no longer have dues.

Changes to Lifetime member ship: Life time member must attended a club event or a meeting within 3 months to have a voting right. 

